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WELLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres)  .  2,186 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid-year  1973  (estimate)  9,550 

Census  Population  1971  .  9,353 

Number  pf  Inhabited  Houses  according to  the 

Rate  Book  on  1st  April,  1973  .  3,403 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1973  .  £936,030 

Sum  represented  by  a  Ip  Rate,  1st  April,  1973  .  £9,129 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  -  COMPLAINTS 
RECEIVED  AND  NOTICES  SERVED. 


(a)  INSPECTIONS  RE  - 

Houses  (Public  Health  Act)  . 

Houses  (Housing  Acts)  . 

Houses  (Improvement  Grants)  . 

Houses  (Miscellaneous)  . 

Drainage  and  drain  tests  . 

Water  supplies  . 

Nuisances,  accumulations,  animals,  etc. 

Nuisances  -pigeons . 

Noise  nuisances  . 

Refuse  storage,  collection  and  disposal 
Pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  ... 

Slaughterhouses  . 

Shops  re  meat  . 

Shops  re  other  food  . 

Other  food  premises  . 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Clean  Air  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 

Caravan  sites  and  vans  . 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Infectious  disease  . 

Factories  . 

Waste  Food  Order  . 

Rats  and  mice  . 

•  Petrol  storage  and  testing  of  tanks  ... 

PA,t  Animals  Act  . 

Swimming  Pools 

Miscellaneous  inspections  and  visits 

Interviews  . 

Meetings  . 
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(b)  COMPLAINTS  INVESTIGATED 


Housing  defects  and  dampness 
Drainage 
Food  Supplies 
V/ater  Supply 

Nuisances  from  smells,  animals, 
Burning  rubbish  and  refuse 
Rats  and  Mice 
Pigeons 

Wasps,  Bees  and  ocher  insects 

Noise 

Clean  Air 

Other  nuisances 


9 

13 

12 

accumulations  14 

C 

x  _/ 

5 

22 

7 

2 
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(c)  NOTICES  SERVED  - 

No  Statutory  Notices  were  served,  but  informal  notices  and  letters 
requiring  works  were  issued  as  follows 


Public  Health  Act  1936  42 

Housing  Acts  1957/69 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955  4 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958  1 

Clean  Air  Act  1956  1 

Noise  Abatement  Act  6 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960  1 

Factory  Act  1961  3 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  32 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  1 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act  1928  19 

•  v'ivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  district  water  supply  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  West  Somerset 
Water  Board,  and  is  supplied  into  the  town's  mains  from  two  s  rate  directioi 
so  that'  approximately  half  the  premises  are  fed  from  Cl a two r thy  Reservoir. 
This  is  a  soft  upland  surface  supply  and  it  gives  no  cause  for  complaint. 
remaining  half  of  the  town  draws  water  fro,.1  Fulwood,  West  ford  arid  Pag  .  . 
springs  and  the  Pitt  Farm  borehole.  This  is  a  hard  v/ater  and  much  of  it  r  - s 
an  iron  content  near  the  permissible  maximum.  Complaints  have  continued  to  be 
received  regarding  the  water  having  a  quantity  -from  the  Pitt  Farm  borehole. 
Samples  of  water  from  this,  source  usually  show  an  iron  content  on  tire 
mi  .  lm  .  Lsj  ible  level,  or  slightly  in  excess.  T1  e  W<  ter  Board 

that  this  supply  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  as  sca>v^circumstances 
permit  it  will  be  withdrawn,  but  this  is  obviously  long  term  planning. 


2 


* 

/ 


The  tables  below  show  that  all  houses  except  two  now  have  a  piped 
supply  of  district  water,  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  with  a  vi ew 
to  further  improvement  of  this  position. 

Details  of  the  water  supply  and  samples  examined  are  set  out  below 


- ! 

Mo.  of  houses 

Population 

District  water  supply 

3 , 408 

9,542 

'  > 

Well  water  supply 

2 

8 

3,410 

9,550 

.  hater  Samples 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AMD  DRAINAGE 


The  1972  Report  referred  to  the  major  works  in  hand  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Sewage  Works  end  the  Sewerages  of  the  area.  These  works  are  proceeding 
ns  planned  and  it  is  probable  that  Phase  II  -  (re-construction  and  enlargement 
:'f  the  Tone  Sewage  Works  and  the  abolition  of  the  Mitchells  Pool  Works)  will 
be  completed  early  in  1974. 


Tenders  are  in  hand  for  Phase  III  -  additional  Sewerage  Work#. 

Samples  of  sewage  and  trade  effluents  have  been  submitted  for  examine..'  .. 
as  follows 


To no  Works  -  51  samples. 

Ml  i  ol  i oil  Pool  Works  -  12  samples. 

Tr."do  Effluent  -  12  samples  of  trade  effluent  and  12  check  samples  from 

Tone  Sewage  Works  examined  for  pesticides  -  all  saiisf  actory. 

The  1972  Report  referred  to  premises  nor  drained  to  the  sewers.  The 
position  is  much  the  same  except  for  the  following  progress  - 

(a)  Tone  Wharf  -  Orders  have  been  given  for  a  scheme  to  pump  the  sovvge 

from  those  7  houses  to  the  main  sewer.  It  is  probable 
that  this  work  will  be  completed  in  1974. 


. 


1 

' 

(b)  Ditchford,  Rockwell  Green  -  The  owners  have  now  agreed  a  scheme 

to  drain  these  houses  to  the  main  sev/er 
and  the  work  should  be  completed -in  197k. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  comments  made  in  the  1972  and  1973  reports  on  refuse  collection  still 
apply.  This  is  d  service  which  should  be  improved  ahd  mote  attention  paid  to 
the  reclamation  of  v/aste  materials  for  re-cycling  to  industry. 

Controlled  tipping  has  proceeded  at  the  Poole  Brickworks ,  where  work  is 
proceeding  to  provide  a  pulveriser.  This  pulveriser  should  be  in  operation 
early  in  1974. 

VERMIN  AND  INSECTS 


There  have  been  no  problems  under  this  heading  and  the  odd  cases  arising 
have  been  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  Council's  Contractor. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  are  no  offensive  trade  premises  in  the  district. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  used  or  registered  as  Common  Lodging 
Houses. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1960 


Two  sites  continue  to  be  used  for  caravans  :- 

(a)  Cndeside  (adjoining  A78)  -  Controlled  by  the  Caravan  Club  -  with 
accommodation  for  60  touring  caravans.  This  is  well  controlled  and  has 
caused  no  problems.  It  is  largely  used  as  a  transit  site. 

(b)  Pitt  Farm  Caravan  Site  (fronting  A'8)  -  This  site  is  now  licensed  for 
60  residential  caravans.  Many  of  the  vans  have  been  on  the  site  for  long 
periods  and  are  regarded  as  permanent  homes  by  their  owner /occupiers.  A 
few  itinerants  use  the  cite,  but  usually  stay  for  periods  of  several  mont  is. 

There  is  one  case  of  overcrowding  -  in  a  problem  family  -  which  is 
provi«fng  difficult  to  abate. 

Generally,  whilst  the  site  is  well  managed  and  the  site  owner  co-operates 
with  the  department,  there  is  a  need  for  firm  supervision. 

One  site  licence  for  an  individual  caravan  expires  on  30th  June  197  . 

SV.’II-ii.i  NG  POOLS  AND  BATHS 

There  are  now  five  swimming  pools  in  the  area  - 

(a)  C  rivately  1  Swimmii  Hub. 

(b)  Two  pools  at  schools  and  supervised  by  the  County  Health  Inspector 
on  behalf  of  the  Education  Authority. 

(c)  One  pool  at  a  public  school  and  supervised  by  the  Sbool  Governors. 

(d)  One  pool  at  the  local  authority  Sports  Centre  opened  on  Sep to :  --or 


197'. 


/ 


The  private  pool  operated  by  a  Swimming  Club  is  an  'open  air  pool' 
with  seasonal  use,  and  a  capacity  of  65,625  gllons.  Mains  water  is  used  and 
this  is  mechanically  filtered  and  chlorinated.  Unfortunately  difficulties 
again  arose  in  mid-season  with  the  drip  feed  for  chlorinating  this  water, 
which  took  some  weeks  to  correct.  This  resulted  in  some  low  residual  chlorine 
readings.  Samples  are  taken  and  tests  carried  out  on  a  weekly  routine  curing 
the  open  season  and  details  of  these  can  be  seen  in  the  table  belo' '. 

The  supervision  of  the  new  pool  at  the  Council's  Sorts  Centre  is  by 
the  staff  making  and  recording\two  hourly  tests  for  residual  chlorine  and 
pH  value  and  for  this  department  to  submit  two  samples  per  month  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Bacterioloaical  samoles 

- -  .  .  ,  ■-  — - - - -  - - -■■■ 

Private  swimming  pool  -  28  satisfactory 

2  with  B'coli  of  1  per  100  m. litre, 
one  of  which  also  had  E/coli  of  1 
per  100  m/1. 

Sports  Centre  Pool  -  6  satisfactory 

Private  Swimming  Pool 


32  tests  for  residual  chlorine  -  2  readings  -  Nil 

3  "  -  Trace 

3  "  -  0.25 

2  "  -  0.5 

3  "  -  2.0 

3  -  3.0 


30  tests  for  pH  value  -  all  showing  readings  of  3.0, 


OFFICES , 


SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREI 


During  the  year  there  were  28  n ew  registrations  of  premises,  making  a 
total  of  101  premises  registered  under  this  Act  on  31st  December,  1972, 
employing  447  persons  (18.7  males  ana  264  females).  A  summary  of  these 
premises  is  set  out  below 

Offices  31 

Retail  Shops  57 

Wholesale  Shops  &  Warehouses  5 

Catering  Establishments  7 

Fuel  storage  depots  1 

101 


A  total  of  116  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  for  special 
enquiries  in  respect  of  the  Act  and  Regulations,  and  5  general  inspections 
were  also  made.  There  were  also  l0 5  inspections  of  registered  premises,  for 
other  purposes,  When  an  opportunity  was  taken  to  make  a  general  note  regard in 
observance  of  Regulations  affecting  the  above  Act. 


. 
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Arising  from  thes.e  visits  31  letters  were  sent  to  premises  regarding 
non-registration  and  attention  was  drawn  to  .3  cases  of  inadequate  first  aid 
boxes,  one  case  of  failure  to  provide  a  thermometer,  one  case  of  inadequate 
heating  of  a  retail  shop  and  a  case  of  failure  to  display  an  Abstract  of  the 
Act. 

Two  cases  of  non-fatal  accidents  were  reported  -  one  arising  from  a 
fall  on  a  staircase  and  one  on  a  shop  floor.  No  action  was  necessary  ir. 
these  cases.  No  notifications  were  received  under  the  requirements  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  (Hoist  St  Lifts)  Regulations  1968. 

Since  the  introduction  of  this  Act  in  1963  the  staff  of  this  department 
lias  had  change  and  breaks  in  service.  This,  with  inadequate  clerical 
assistance  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  has  inevitably  resulted  in 
insufficient  attention  and  inspection  being  devoted  to  this  important 
legislation  affecting  the  welfare  of  office  and  shop  workers,  and  the 
national  emergencies  during  the  winters  of  the  last  few  years  has  made  it 
difficult  to  press  the  provisions  of  the  Act  dealing  with  heating  and 
artificial  lighting.  From  inspections  made  it  is  generally  felt  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  are  reasonably  observed  and  a  district  of  this 
character  does  not  suffer  the  cramped  and  inadequate  provision  for  office 
and  shop  work  w  dch  arises  in  some  of  the  more  densely  populated  areas.  During 
recent  months  the  register  has  been  revised  and  most  non-registered  premises 
brought  into  line,  in  the  hope  that  soon  after  local  government  re-organisation  . 
in  April  1974,  the  way  will  be  clear  for  a  substantial  increase  in  the  'number 
of  general  inspections. 


It  has  benn  observed  that  where  new  premises  are  provided  the  amenities 
for  staff  ^  sanitary  accommodation*,  lighting  and  heating  and  available  space'is 
of  a  much  higher  standard  than  that  at  existing  and  converted  premises.  It  is, 
however,  unfortunate  that  proposals  for  new  buildings  rarely  made  adequate 
provision  for  the  storage  of  refuse  and  little  thought  is  given  as  to  how  it 
will  be  disposed  of,  until  the  premises  are  opened.  Much  of  the  refuse  arising 
is  trade  refuse  and  few  take  the  trouble  to  enquire  as  to  its  disposal  and  how 
freqently  it  can  be  collected.  Judging  by  the  conditions  at  the  rear  of  n ew 
shops  in  other  towns  this  appears  to  be  a  fairly  general  problem. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 


The  Council  has  continued  to  execise  Dowers  under  this  Act,  delecated 
by  the  Somerset  County  Cancil. 

During  the  year  137  visits  were  made  t  >  shop  premises.  No  contraventions 
regarding  the  Act  were  noted  and  no  complaints  were  received.  Two  enquiries  for 
information  regarding  closing  hours  v/ere  dealt  with.  There  were  no  enquiries, 
nor  complaints  in  respect  of  the  employment  of  young  persons. 

From  the  information  obtained  on  the  above  mentioned  visits  and  general 
observations  of  shops  within  the  area,  there  appears  to  be  reasonable 
observance  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

At  the  end  of  the  year  43  factories  were  on  the  register  and  three  sites 
were  in  use  for  Building  and  Engineering  Works  -  37  inspections  have  been  made 
of  these  premi.  es  and  sites  and  three  cases  of  defective  sanitary  accommodation 
dealt  with. 

The  statutory  statement  required  by  Section  15" (1)  of  the  Act  is 
annex  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 
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BAKEHOUSES 


There  is  one  general  bakehouse  in  the  district  and  one  small  bakehouse 
with  a  very  limited  range  of  products.  These  premises  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACTS  1956/68  • 


The  position  is  much  the  same  as  set  out  in  the  1972  Report.  There  has 
been  no  consideration  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  and  no  serious  emission  of 
industrial  smoke  or  grit. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 


The  few  complaints  received  have  been  of  a  minor  character  and  in  each 
case  improvements  have  been  secured  by  informal  action. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  licensed  in  the  district  and  whilst 
this  is  well  maintained,  it  is  not  well  sited  and  there  is  no  room  for 
desirable  improvements.  Slaughtering  takes  place  one  day  per  week  and  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  regulate  their  hours.  There  is  100%  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  and  the  maximum  inspection  charges  are  made. 

Details  of  the  throughput  are  as  fellows 


i 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

t* 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lamb 

Pigs 

. 

 I 

Number  killed 

131 

- 

- 

765 

Number  inspected 

131 

765 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  : 

1 

Whole  carcases 

; 

condemned 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

5 

- 

- 

*1  r~ 

ID 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 

other  than  tuberculo- 

sis  and  cysticerci 

°.8 

- 

1.9 

- 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

i 

j 

_ 

- 

Cy:  : ;  c< . sis  : 

I 

Weight  of  meat 

; 

| 

cond  emned  (in  lbs) 

J  or  : 

1 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

~~ 

(c)  Other 

101 

i 

- 

49 

7 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED  (Other  than  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse) 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 
Canned  meat 
Other  canned  food 
Fruit  and  vegetables 
Other  foods 


1  cv. 


18  lbs. 
63  lbs. 
69  lbs. 
23  lbs. 
8  lbs. 


3  cwt.  74 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS 


One  troublesome  case  of  Salmonella/  infection  arose,  which  was  eventually 
traced  to  an  infected  herd  and  the  sale  of  raw  milk.  This  rather  large  milk 
supply  is  now  pasturised  and  will  remain  so. 

FOOD 

The  supervision  of  food  supplies  is  a  most  important  parr  of  the  auuies 
of  this  department,  particularly  as  the  food  distributive  trade  is  far  in  excess 
of  the  needs  of  the  area.  Residents  of  many  adjoining  districts  shop  in 
Wellington  for  food. 

Details  of  special  premises  are  set  out  below  along  with  comments  on  • 
food  complaints  and  action  taken.  This  work  resulted  in  240  inspections  of 


the  various  premises. 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Rennie. tions  - 

Registered  distributors  of  milk  T9 

Registered  dairy  premises  (other  than  farms)  6 

( b )  Fond  H'vier.e  (General)  Re  nl^tior.n  1970 

Premises  complying  with  Regulation  18  35 

Premises  complying  with  Regulation  19  40 

( c )  M_  ;  and  Drums  Act  19  55 

Premises  registered  -  Section  16  -  Ice  Cream  33 

Premises  registered  -  Section  16  -  Cooked  Meats  etc.  7 


S  >me  20  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygeine  (General)  R<  ul 
wore  noted  and  dealt  with  by  informal  action,  and  the  number  of  complairir  of 
unsatisfactory  food  was  13  compared  with  16  in  1972.  All  these  complairts  v  : 
Carefully  investigated  and  dealt  with  by  warnings  where  appropriate.  No  legal 
proceedings  were  considered  necessary.  Brief  details  of  these  complaints  are 
set  out  below 

(a)  Offensive  taste  of  Danish  Pastries  -  not  confirmed. 

(b)  Packet  of  Quick  Macaroni  -  affected  with  biscuit  beetle. 

(c)  Tainted  milk  powder  -  20%  excess  moisture. 

(d)  Packet  bacon  -  offensive  smell. 

(e)  Tin  of  baked  beans  -  defective  tin. 

(f)  Loafc  of  bread  -  mouse  droppings. 

(g)  Tin  of  peas  -  defective  tin. 

(h)  Packed  butter  -  slightly  rancid. 

The  investigation  of  these  complaints  has  been  with  the  fullest  possible 
assistance  from  the  County  Analyst's  Department  and  I  desire  to  express 
appreciation  to  Miss  Joan  D.  Peden,  -.County  Analyst,  and  her  staff. 


' 
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POULTRY  PROCESSING  PREMISES 

TiuM'o  are  no  processing  plants  within  the  district  boundaries. 
TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER 


No  cows  were  slaughtered  under  this  Order  during  the  year. 


I  iOUSING 


Council  H  'iiyr:  -  Work  on  the  Olands  Meadow  site  vac  completed.  ?h 
has  provided  58  aged  persons  bungalows  and  17  houses.  Of  these  8  units  we 
completed  in  1972  &  67  in  1973. 

The  re-roofing  of  152  Council  houses  was  completed  in  1972/73,  but 
whilst  work  on  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  other  Council  houses  has  bee 
done-,  the  necessary  improvements  hod  not  been  commenced  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  except  for  work  on  42  general  purpose  dwellings  at  Bulford  -...ere 
work  is  in  hand  on  the  provision  of  central  heating  and  an  intercommunicat 
system. 

Priva  to  Hon.-v-s  -  The  progress  on  the  re-construction  ex  and  enlarce 
of  the  Sewage  Works  nos  enabled  the  Planning  authority  and  the  District  Co 
i-O  release  more  land  for  houses.  As  a  result  5  new  houses  have  been  buil 
during  the  year  under  re— view  and  there  should  be  further  increases  in  thi 
sector  during  the  next  few  years. 


'  Houses  gained  or  Lost  -  During  the  year  two  houses  were  demolished 

cignt  .louses  closed,  making  a  total  of  10  units  lost.  The  closures  are  of 
temporary  nature  to  allow  for  reconstruction  and  improvement.  Against  thi 
21  units  have  been  gained  due  to  improvements  and  cancellation  of  Closir.c 
Orders  and  the  conversion  of  business  premises  to  fiats  and  one  la roe  nous 
into  three  houses. 

The  overall  gain  being  11  housing  units. 


The  following  table  is  required  by  the  Donnrtnent  of  the  Environment 

(a)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(b)  Number  of  nouses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  local  authority  or 
their  officer. 


(c)  Number  of  Representations  made  to  local  authority  with  a 
view  to  : 

(1)  Serving  of  Notices  requiring  execution  of  works 

(2)  Making  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 

(d)  Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  requiring  execution 
of  works. 


(e) 


Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  no  ti.ee 


(f)  Number  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  made 

(g)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  Undertaking  was 
accepted  under  sub-section  (4)  of  Section  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957. 


16 


18 


15 

8 


7 


(10 


Number 


of  houses  demolished 


2 


' 

■ 


' 


. 
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The  general  comments  regarding  housing  are  similar  to  1972.  There  is, 
however,  a  general  indication  that  more  owners  and  owner/occupier  are 
accepting  the  need  for  improvements  and  this  is  being  reflected  in  the 
increasing  interest  in  applications  for  Improvement  Gmts. 

The  progress  in  some  of  the  more  important  cases  is  set  out  below  :- 
Clearance  Area  No.  1/71 

Nos.  12,  12,  14,  15,  16,  17  and  19  Rockwell  Green 

This  is  the  area  not  confirmed  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment 
and  referred  to  in  the  1971  report.  The  Council  is  still  waiting  for  the 
improvements  promised  by  the  owners.  It  seems  probable  that  such  proposals 
will  be  sumitted  early  in  1974. 


Nos.  16 


27,  Ein'nt  Acre  Lane 


These  are  being  improved  by  agreement  with  the  owners.  3y  the  end  of 
the  year  No.  23  had  been  improved  and  re-occupied  and  the  occupiers  of  other 
houses  have  been  re-housed,  and  work  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants,  is 
well  advanced  to  convert  Nos.  17,  16,  19,  20,  22  and  22  into  three  cottages. 

Nos.  2,  4,  5,  6,  7,  6,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17  &  18 

Improvement  Place 

Previous  reports  have  dealt  with  the  decision  and  reasons  for  such 
decision,  to  retain  these  cottages  on  the  basis  of  verbal  and  written  under¬ 
takings.  It  is  now  2  years  since  this  decision.  In  some  cases  the  premises 
so  readily  made  at  the  meeting  the  various  owners  have  not  been  carried 

out  afii.  in  some  respects  the  position  tends  to  become  more  complicated.  So 
much  so  that  the  making  of  additional  Closing  Orders  may  become  necessary. 

A  summary  of  the  present  position  is  - 
Nos.  3,7,8,9,15  -  Improved  to  Standard  Grant  Conditions. 

Nos.  12  and  18  -  Improvement  works  in  progress. 

No.  13  -  Subject  to  Closing  Order. 

Nos. 4,  5,  6,14,17  -  Subject  to  Undertakings  to  improve  before  re-letting. 

No.  2  -  Extended  Standard  Grant  approved,  but  now  for  sale  -  work 

not  carried  out. 

No.  10,11  &  16  -  No  progress  and  little  likely  in  respect  of  Nos.  10  and  11 

Nos.  1,  2,  4,5  and  6  Trinity  Row  • 

These  houses  have  now  been  renaired  and  improved. 


Nos.  "6  -  51  Acre  Co: tares 

The  policy  of  the  Council  to  endeavour  to  raise  all  these  Cottages  to 
the  Standard  laid  down  for  Standard  Grants,  has  almost  been  accomplished.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  all  cottages  except  two  had  been  provided  with  standard 
amenities.  Of  the  two  remaining  cottages,  action  in  one  case  has  been 
deferred  due  to  the  age  and  infirmity  of  the  occupier,  and  in  the  other  case 
the  owner/occupier  is  less  co-operative  thm  others  in  this  area. 


Riverside 


The  decision  to  take  no  further 
this  area  provided  they  are  raised  to  S 
very  satisfactorily.  By  the  end  of  the 
will  leave  only  3  houses  below'  this  sta 
progress  .’in  the  immediate  future. 


action  in  respect  of  the  30  houses  in 
tandard  Grant  Conditions,  is  working  out 
year  improvements  completed  and  in  hand 
ndard  and  it  is  hoped  to  make  further 


The  Well  and  Rockwell  Green  Area 


The  notes  regarding  this  area  in  the  1972  report  still  apply.  The 
present  position  being  that  the  new  Taunton  Deane  District  Council  will  give 
this  area  priority  attention. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

1970 

1971 

1972 

197' 

Applications  received 

14 

19 

29 

25 

Applications  approved 

10 

21 

29 

24 

Applications  refused 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Applications  withdrawn 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Applications  awaiting  decision 

4 

- 

- 

X 

Value  of  Grants  approve 

£8 , 341 

£14 , 640 

£27,281 

£20,429 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Applications  received 

24 

21 

24 

18 

Applications  approved 

22 

19 

2? 

18 

Applications  refused 

1 

- 

'I 

- 

Applications  withdrawn 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Applications  awaiting  decision 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Value  of  Grants  approved 

£4,426 

£’,867 

£4 , 4  ?  2 

£3,870 

There  has  been  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
grants  -  42  as  against  52  in  1972  and  the  value  of  grants  approved  was 
£24,298,  compared  with  £.31,71’  in  the  previous  year. 

The  applications  include  improvements  in  4  cases  to  convert  2  houses 
into  1  house,  all  properties  subject  to  H  using  Act  procedures,  and  one 
application  in  respect  of  a  house  subject  to  a  Closing  Orcer.  The  Standard 
Grant  applications  include  2  Extended  Grants  end  one  reduced  standard  grant 
(Housing  Act  1969  -  Section  9  (7). 

There  were  no  applications  for  Special  Grants. 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 
Section  '’4  (2) 

No  applications  were  received  during  197?. 

Section  4-1(1) 

Nine  applications  were  received  and  nine  Qualification  Certificates 

issued. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  arrangement  to  employ  a  private  contractor  has  continued.  Under 
this  contract  all  Council  premises  are  regularly  examined  and  treated  as 
roauired,  and  the  arrangement  has  kept  these  premises  free  from  serious 

Lon.  The  contract  also  provides  for  an  examination  and  report  r  ice- 
yearly  on  all  farm  premises  and  pig  swill  boilers. 

Sewer  manholes  have  been  baited  as  recommended  by  the  appropriate 
Ministry.  Tnc  treatment  in  Spring  involved  the  baiting  of  50  man  les.  There 
were  two  bait  takes  and  these  were' followed  up' in  the  Autumn  when  10  sewer 
manholes  were  baited.  There  were  no  bait  takes  on  this  occasion. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  totalled  18,  all  of  which  were 
. '  ated.  T1  •  were  all  confirmed  as  minor  infestations  and  appropriate 
action  taken.  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  warfarin  resistance. 


11 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOOD)  ORDER  1957 


In  April  1958  the  Council  accepted  delegated  powers  from  the  Somerset 
County  Council  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  only  licenced  premises 
in  use  were  those  of  Mr.  W.A.J.  Land  at  Linden,  Upper  Westford.  Arising  from, 
inspections  made  regarding  the  new  Code  of  Practice  proposed  by  the  Somerset 
County  Council  and  the  introduction  of  the  Movement  of  Pig  (Waste  Food 
Precautions)  Order  197  ,  Mr.  Lang  decided  to  discontinue  the  collection  and 
boilAing  of  kitchen  waste  and  to  find  an  alternative  feedir.g  stuff  for  his 
pigs.  This  remaining  licence  was  cancelled  in  May  1977,  so  that  at  present 
there  arc  no  licenced  premises  in  this  area. 

Inspection  of  Piggeries  revealed  two  unlicenced  premises  dealing, 
in  small  amounts,  with  the  collection  and  boiling  of  Kitchen  waste.  Both 
prctriises  were  unsui table  for  re< . istration  and  the  methods  of  sterilizing 
the  Kitchen  Waste  were  unreliable.  A.fter  suitable  warnings  the  collection 
and  feedingof  Kitchen  waste  was  discontinued. 

During  the  year  23  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  wit:,  this 

Order. 

ANNEX 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


NUMBER  OF 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Wri tten 
Notices 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local ■ Authorities. 

- 

- 

•  ! 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 

/  *■> 

4 .) 

34 

2 

enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out- workers’  premises) 

3 

7 

_ 

| 

'  TOTAL 

46 

37 

“ 

J 

12 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Nuraber  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Humber  of 
cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

f-ft  r-  v- 

ed 

prosecutions 

were 

_to  H .  . 
Inspector] 

_bv  H.K. 
Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Section  1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 verc  rowding 

Section  2. 

_ 

_ 

" 

| 

i 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature 
Section  3. 

... 

_ 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Section' 'A . 

_ 

1 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  Sect. 6. 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Section  7. 

(a)  'Insufficient 

i 

i 

i 

j 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

O 

X 

- 

1 

— 

1(c)  Not  separate  for 

Sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Offences  against 

the  Act 

— 

TOTAL 

7 

1 

- 

A 

i 

1 

outwork  (ssctioh  122) 

Total  Ho.  of  Outworkers  in  August  list .  62 

-  ■  ~  1  '  ■  ~  -  Making  etc.,  washing  andcl  r<  ;.. 

Textile  weaving . 

Makinc  oattern  books . 


. — ^ 


/ 


